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‘Welcome  to  Module  1 


In  Module  1 you  zvill  study  the  theme 

'Esqpfammg  Language  Lmning » 

do  make  your  learning  a hit  easier,  a 
teacher  uhll  help  guide  you  through  the 
materials. 

So  whenever  you  see  this  icon, 

f)\ 

\ J 

turn  on  your  audiocassette  player  and 
listen.  “Begin  listening  to  the  companion 
audio  program  for  Module  1 now. 
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‘Exploring  Language  Learning 


You  are  about  to  begin  a journey  in  which  you  will  explore 
language  learning. 

Module  1 will  introduce  you  to  the  materials  and  skills  that  you 
will  use  in  Language  Learning  Level  5.  You  can  think  of  this 
module  as  your  road  map  for  the  journey.  Module  1 will  show  you 
where  you  are  going  and  what  to  pack  for  the  trip. 
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MODULE  1 


Module  1 contains  four  sections: 


Section  1 : 

The  Course 
Materials 

Section  2: 

The  Reference 
Books 

Section  3: 

The 

Communication 

Skills 

Section  4: 

The 

Communication 

Process 

Evaluation 
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Evaluation 

) After  you  complete  each  section  in  this  module,  you  will  be  asked 
J to  do  some  work  in  your  Module  1 Assignment  Booklet. 


Assignment 

Booklet 


When  you  have  completed  all 
your  assignments  in  your 
Module  1 Assignment 
Booklet,  share  them  with 
your  teacher. 


When  you  get  the  assignment  booklet  back  from  your  teacher,  be 
sure  to  read  the  comments  and  discuss  your  progress  with  your 
learning  facilitator. 
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The  Course  Materials 


WESTFILE  INC. 

Most  workers  require  special  materials  and  equipment  to  complete 
their  jobs.  For  example,  carpenters  use  lumber,  nails,  hammers, 
saws,  and  planes. 

Language  learning  students  need  special  materials  and  equipment, 
too. 

In  this  section  you  will  look  at  the  books  and  equipment  you  will 
be  using  in  the  Language  Learning  Level  5 course. 
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Learning  Package 

Your  learning  package  contains  these  materials: 

16  module  booklets 

16  assignment  booklets 

Elementary  Language  Learning  Handbook 

audiocassettes 

You  will  need  an  audiocassette  player/recorder  and  the  following 
materials: 


TickCe  the 
Sun 


Springboards 


OzvLs 

9 

in 

9 

the 

f 

JFamiCy 

Textbooks  and  Novel 


‘Dictionary 

Junior 
* Thesaurus 

Reference  Books 


You  may  also  wish  to  use  a videocassette  player,  video  camera,  and 
computer. 
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Springboards 


Activity  1:  Textbooks 

Language  Learning  Level  5 is  a wraparound  course.  That  is,  it  is 
built  around  two  textbooks. 


Springboards  4 

One  of  the  textbooks  you  will  use  in  this  course  is  Springboards  4. 

Think  about  the  book’s  title.  A springboard  is  used  in  diving  and 
in  gymnastics.  Like  a springboard,  this  book  will  help  you  get 
started  in  your  language  learning. 

Now  find  the  table  of  contents  in  Springboards  4 and  look  through 
the  titles.  Notice  that  the  titles  are  arranged  in  eight  lists,  each  list 
with  its  own  heading.  Each  list  of  titles  relates  to  one  theme. 

Use  the  table  of  contents  of  Springboards  4 to  answer  the 
following  questions. 

1.  On  what  page  is  the  poem  “Grandpa’s  Workbench”  found? 


2.  Which  theme  contains  an  example  of  a collage? 


3.  What  do  you  think  the  radio  report  “Banned  Beasts”  in  the 
theme  Beasts , Birds,  Bugs,  and  Us  might  be  about? 
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4.  What  do  you  think  the  photo  essay  with  the  title  “Seasons  in 
Canada”  in  the  theme  Weather  or  Not  will  show  you? 


5.  Turn  to  the  title  page  of  the  theme  O Canada!  (page  109). 
What  do  you  find  on  that  page? 


rBcl<&  the 
Sun 


Tickle  the  Sun 

The  textbook  Tickle  the  Sun  is  a collection  of  stories,  poems, 
cartoons,  photographs,  and  other  kinds  of  writing  and  pictures. 

Take  a few  moments  to  look  at  the  cover  and  flip  through  the  pages. 


Notice  the  colour  of  the  book  and  the  pattern  on  the  cover.  Do  they 
remind  you  of  the  sun?  Do  you  think  they  suit  the  title  of  the  book? 
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Now  find  the  table  of  contents  in  Tickle  the  Sun.  Notice  that  this 
table  of  contents  is  titled  Contents.  Use  the  table  of  contents  in 
Tickle  the  Sun  to  answer  the  following  questions. 
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6.  In  what  ways  are  the  tables  of  contents  in  Tickle  the  Sun  and 
Springboards  4 similar? 


7.  On  what  page  does  the  theme  You  and  Me  begin? 


8.  What  begins  on  page  29? 


9.  After  each  title  there  are  words  in  italics  - a different  kind  of 
printing.  These  words  tell  you  what  kinds  of  selections  are 
found  in  Tickle  the  Sun . Five  kinds  of  selections  are  listed  in 
the  following  chart.  Do  you  know  the  meanings  of  these 
words?  Put  a check  mark  (/)  beside  the  ones  you  know. 


] novel  excerpt 
] interview 
] personal  narrative 
] biography 
] fable 
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10.  Under  the  theme  Beasts,  Birds,  Bugs,  and  Us , fmd  four 
different  kinds  of  selections. 


11.  Flip  through  the  stories  under  the  theme  Getting  the  Message. 
Explain  the  theme  of  this  group  of  readings  in  your  own 
words. 


12.  Turn  to  the  title  page  of  the  theme  Weather  or  Not  (page  204). 
How  does  the  artwork  fit  the  theme? 


Talk  about  your  textbooks  with  your  learning  facilitator. 
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Activity  2:  Reference  Books 

Reference  books  are  special  books  that  you  use 
when  you  need  information. 


In  this  course  you  will  use  these 
reference  books:  the  Elementary 
Language  Learning  Handbook , a 
dictionary,  and  a thesaurus. 


‘ECementary 

Language, 

Learning 

dfancfSoof^ 


Elementary  Language  Learning  Handbook 

The  Elementary  Language  Learning  Handbook  is  included  in  this 
learning  package.  Look  through  your  handbook  to  see  what  it 
contains. 


You  already  know  some  of  the  information  in  the  handbook,  but 
other  ideas  will  be  new  to  you.  You  will  be  able  to  use  your 
handbook  through  the  rest  of  your  elementary  levels  and  perhaps 
even  beyond.  Keep  your  handbook  handy.  You  will  want  to  refer 
to  it  during  many  activities,  either  to  read  more  about  a new  idea  or 
skill  you  are  learning  or  to  review. 


Dictionary 

A dictionary  will  help  you  leam  about  words  by  showing  you 

the  meanings  of  words 
how  words  are  pronounced 
how  words  are  used 


Section  2 of  this  module  has  activities  to  help  you  leam  how  to  use 
your  dictionary.  There  is  also  information  about  dictionaries  in  the 
Elementary  Language  Learning  Handbook.  In  addition,  most 
dictionaries  have  guides  which  show  you  how  to  use  them. 
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Thesaurus 

A thesaurus  is  a book  in  which  words  of  similar  meaning  are  put 
together  in  groups.  The  words  in  these  groups  are  called 
synonyms.  A thesaums  is  useful  when  you  are  writing  and  you 
want  to  find  different  words  to  express  your  ideas  instead  of 
repeating  the  same  ones.  Using  a thesaurus  will  help  you  to  add 
new  words  to  your  vocabulary.  Some  thesaumses  also  give  the 
meanings  of  words  and  examples  of  their  uses. 

Section  2 of  this  module  has  activities  to  help  you  leam  how  to  use 
a thesaurus.  The  Elementary  Language  Learning  Handbook  also 
has  some  helpful  information  about  using  a thesaurus. 


Talk  about  your  reference  books  with  your  learning  facilitator.  You 
will  begin  to  use  these  reference  books  in  Section  2 of  this  module. 
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Exploring  Language  Learning 


Activity  3:  Audio,  Video,  and  Computer 

In  this  course  you  need  an  audiocassette  player/recorder.  You  are 
given  opportunities  to  use  a videocassette  player,  a video  camera, 
and  a computer  if  you  wish. 


Audio 


The  word  audio  means  listening  or  hearing.  In  the  learning 
package  there  are  two  types  of  audiocassettes  which  you  will  use 
in  your  activities. 


You  will  listen  to  companion  audiocassettes 
to  help  make  the  printed  instructions  clearer, 
for  additional  examples  of  ideas  being 
taught,  and  to  hear  readings  of  stories  and 
poems. 


You  will  also  use  audiocassettes  to 
record  your  speaking  activities. 


Talk  to  your  learning  facilitator  about  how  to  use  the  audiocassette 
recorder/player  so  you  can  use  it  on  your  own. 
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Video 

The  word  video  means  seeing  or  viewing.  If  you  wish,  you  will  be 
able  to  use  videocassettes  to  help  you  learn  some  of  the  ideas  and 
skills  in  this  course.  You  may  also  choose  to  videotape  some  of 
your  activities. 


Computer 

You  may  use  a computer  and  a word  processing  program  in  your 
writing  activities  if  you  wish.  A word  processing  program  can  be 
quite  useful  for  writing,  editing,  and  revising  stories,  reports,  and 
other  written  projects. 
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Activity  4:  Module  Booklets  and  Assignment 
Booklets 

There  are  sixteen  module  booklets  in  the  Language  Learning 
Level  5 course.  These  booklets  are  packaged  in  seven  themes. 


There  are  sixteen  assignment  booklets,  one  for  each  module.  In 
the  assignment  booklets  you  use  the  ideas  and  skills  presented  and 
practised  in  the  modules. 


You  are  now  working  on  Theme  1:  Exploring  Language  Learning . 
When  you  finish  Theme  1,  you  will  move  to  Theme  2:  You  and 
Me,  then  to  Theme  3:  Beasts,  Birds,  Bugs,  and  Us,  and  so  on. 

Plan  to  spend  about  two  weeks  on  each  module.  This  means  that 
you  would  spend  about  four  weeks  on  a theme  containing  two 
modules,  and  about  six  weeks  on  a theme  with  three  modules. 
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‘Module 

2 


The  Learning  Plan 

There  are  three  module  booklets  in  Theme  2:  You  and  Me.  Notice 
that  all  three  booklets  have  the  same  photograph  on  the  covers. 


Look  at  the  tables  of  contents  of  Modules  2,  3,  and  4 to  discover 

, , . the  learning  plan  of  the  theme. 

Module 

3 

The  first  module  in  the  theme  begins  with  the  Overview  of  the 
Theme. 


Module 

4 


Each  module  is  divided  into  sections.  Each  section  has  three  kinds 
of  activities  all  related  to  the  theme: 

Getting  Ready  - activities  to  introduce  the  topic 


Exploring  - activities  in  which  you  experience  and  think 
about  selections  from  textbooks 


Taking  Off  - activities  in  which  you  respond  creatively  by 
writing,  speaking,  or  representing 

Near  the  end  of  each  module  you  will  find  a Module  Follow  Up. 
The  Module  Follow  Up  has  two  types  of  activities: 

Extra  Help  - activities  to  help  you  if  you  are  having  difficulty 
Enrichment  - activities  to  extend  your  knowledge 

At  the  end  of  each  module  there  is  a Module  Conclusion.  At  that 
time  you  will  be  asked  to  work  in  your  Assignment  Booklet. 

The  last  module  in  the  theme  ends  with  the  Summary  of  the 
Theme. 
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Icons 

Icons  are  pictures  or  symbols  which  give  certain  messages. 
Common  examples  of  icons  that  you  probably  know  are  no- 
smoking signs,  and  the  male,  female,  and  wheelchair  figures  found 
on  washroom  doors  in  public  buildings. 


There  are  several  different  kinds  of  icons  in  the  module  booklets 
and  assignment  booklets. 

There  are  icons  that  tell  you  which  books  you  need: 


Tidfe  the 

Sun 

Springboards 

r 

OzvCs 

9 

in 

V 

the 

¥ 

TamiCy 

'Dictionary 

'Elementary 

Language 

rj&W 

junior 

Learning 

1 Thesaurus 

OLandboof^ 

Assignment 

Booklet 


There  are  icons  that  tell  you  which  audiovisual  equipment  you  will 
need: 


companion 
audiocassette  and 
audiocassette  player 


blank  audiocassette 
and  audiocassette 
recorder 


videocassette  and 
VCR 


video  camera 
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There  are  icons  that  tell  you  what  kind  of  activity  you  are  doing: 


Getting  Ready 


Exploring 


Taking  Off 


Extra  Help 


Enrichment 


There  is  an  icon  that  tells  you  to  discuss  ideas  or  results  with  your 
learning  facilitator  and  others. 


*ni 


Discuss  ideas  or  results  with  a partner,  a group,  or 
your  learning  facilitator. 


I 
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Assignment 

Booklet 


Exploring  Language  Learning 


Activity  5:  Organizing  Your  Materials 

There  is  space  provided  to  do  some  of  the  activities  in  the  module 
booklets.  However,  you  will  often  use  your  own  paper. 


To  help  you  keep  your  work 
organized  you  will  need  a 
binder.  Your  module  booklets 
are  hole -punched  so  that  they 
can  also  be  kept  in  this  binder. 


Talk  to  your  learning  facilitator  about  ways  to  organize  your 
materials  in  your  binder. 


Assignment  1 

Now  you  are  ready  to  show  what  you  have  learned  by  doing 
Assignment  1. 

ASSIGNMENT  ^ 

Turn  to  your  Assignment  Booklet  and  do 
Assignment  1:  The  Course  Materials. 
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Section 


The  Reference  Books 


Reference  books  may  be  found  in  a special  section  of  a library. 

You  may  also  have  some  reference  books  of  your  own  at  home. 

In  Section  2 you  will  leam  how  to  use  several  reference  books  - a 
dictionary,  a thesaurus,  and  the  Elementary  Language  Learning 
Handbook . 
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Activity  1 : Words  in  a Dictionary  or  a Thesaurus 

Dictionaries  and  thesauruses  are  reference  books  that  contain  long 
lists  of  words.  Even  junior  dictionaries  often  have  about  30  000 
words.  If  all  those  words  were  put  into  the  dictionary  in  any  order 
at  all,  think  how  long  it  would  take  to  find  a word  you  wanted! 
Dictionaries  and  thesauruses  solve  this  problem  by  having  words 
in  alphabetical  order.  This  means  the  words  follow  the  order  of 
the  letters  of  the  alphabet.  All  the  words  starting  with  a come  first, 
followed  by  the  words  starting  with  b , and  so  on. 

1.  Put  the  following  words  in  alphabetical  order. 

digging  

world  

bear  

tonight  

laugh  

Of  course,  there  are  many  words  that  begin  with  each  letter.  All 
the  words  that  begin  with  b , for  example,  are  put  into  alphabetical 
order  by  using  the  second  letter. 

2.  Put  the  following  words  in  alphabetical  order. 

beauty  

bloodhound  

butterscotch  

boxes  

ballet  
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Sometimes  you  have  to  look  further  to  put  words  in  alphabetical 
order  because  words  may  start  with  the  same  two,  three,  or  even 
more  letters. 

3.  Put  the  following  words  in  alphabetical  order. 

nineteen  

narrow  

nail 

northern  

nature  


<n» 


Talk  about  your  answers  with  your  learning  facilitator. 


Activity  2:  Using  a Dictionary 

Guide  Words 

Seeing-eye  dogs  help  to  guide  blind 
people  on  their  way. 

A dictionary  also  has  a 
special  guide  to  help  you 
find  your  way  to  the  word 
you  want. 
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At  the  top  of  every  dictionary  page  you  will  find  two  words  in  bold 
print.  These  are  guide  words.  The  guide  word  on  the  left  is  the 
same  as  the  first  word  listed  on  that  page.  The  guide  word  on  the 
right  is  the  same  as  the  last  word  listed  on  that  page.  So  all  the 
listed  words  on  that  page  are  in  alphabetical  order  between  the  two 
guide  words.  When  you  are  looking  for  a word,  watch  the  guide 
words  as  you  flip  the  pages.  Stop  when  you  see  a pair  of  guide 
words  that  your  word  would  come  between  in  alphabetical  order. 
Your  word  will  be  on  that  page.  Guide  words  will  save  you  a lot  of 
search  time  if  you  use  them  properly. 

Find  some  guide  words  in  your  dictionary.  Note  how  the  guide 
words  on  each  page  relate  to  the  first  and  last  entry  words  on  the 
page. 

1.  Here  are  the  guide  words  found  on  pages  300,  302,  and  304  of 
an  imaginary  dictionary: 


page  300,  light/lime 


page  302,  listen/living  room 
page  304,  locksmith/lollipop 

On  which  of  these  pages  would  you  find  the  following  entry 
words? 

litter  

log  

live 

likely  

locust  
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The  Dictionary  Entry 

The  entry  of  a house  is  the  place  where 
you  go  into  the  house.  The  way  you  go 
into  a dictionary  is  by  looking  up  a 
word  called  an  entry  word.  A 
dictionary  entry  includes  the  entry 
word  and  all  the  information  given  about 
that  word. 


‘Elementary 
Language 
Learning 
l Handbook c 


Your  Elementary  Language  Learning  Handbook  has  examples  of 
dictionary  entries.  In  your  language  handbook  find  the  section 
which  explains  how  to  use  a dictionary.  Study  the  examples  of 
entries  and  the  explanations  of  the  entry  parts.  Then  answer  the 
following  question. 


2.  What  kinds  of  information  can  you  find  in  a dictionary  entry? 


Word  Meanings 

The  information  that  you  want  most  often  from  a dictionary  is  the 
meaning  of  a word.  A word's  meaning  is  also  called  its  definition. 
A word  can  have  more  than  one  meaning.  Some  words  have  many 
meanings.  In  a dictionary  the  different  meanings  of  a word  are 
numbered. 
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t Dictionary 


3.  Find  the  following  words  in  your  dictionary,  and  tell  how  many 
meanings  are  given  for  each  word. 

a.  adopt  

b.  kinkajou  

c.  run  

d.  jack  


4.  Read  the  following  sentences.  In  your  dictionary  find  the  word 
scale.  Scale  will  be  shown  in  bold  face  type  more  than  once. 

Write  the  meaning  which  best  explains  or  defines  the  word 
scale  as  it  is  used  in  each  of  the  following  sentences. 

a.  The  trout  has  glistening,  iridescent  scales. 


b.  The  girl’s  dream  was  to  scale  Mount  Everest. 


c.  The  beluga  whale  tipped  the  scale  at  1 400  kilograms. 
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Pronunciation 

Pronunciation  means  the  way  of  making  the  sound  of  a letter,  a 
word,  or  words.  A dictionary  will  show  you  how  to  say  or 
pronounce  words.  Pronunciations  are  usually  shown  in  brackets. 

Letters  and  symbols  are  used  to  show  how  a word  sounds  when  it 
is  spoken.  These  letters  and  symbols  stand  for  forty  different 
sounds  in  the  English  language. 

The  letters,  symbols,  and  the  sounds  they  stand  for  are  shown  in  a 
pronunciation  key  at  the  beginning  of  every  dictionary.  There  is 
usually  also  a short  form  of  the  pronunciation  key  on  each  facing 
page.  But  pronunciation  keys  are  not  the  same  in  all  dictionaries. 

Your  Elementary  Language  Learning  Handbook  has  an  example  of 
a pronunciation  key  taken  from  The  Canadian  Dictionary  for 
Children  and  The  Canadian  Dictionary  for  Schools.  Find  that  key 
in  your  handbook.  Then  answer  the  following  question. 

5.  Say  the  following  words  using  the  pronunciation  symbols. 

a.  heir(er) 

b.  knack  (nak) 

c.  qualm  (kwam) 

d.  gnu  (noo  or  nyoo) 

Are  you  using  a dictionary  other  than  The  Canadian  Dictionary  for 
Children  or  The  Canadian  Dictionary  for  School  si  If  so,  find  the 
pronunciation  key  in  your  dictionary.  Use  this  key  when  you  need 
help  to  understand  the  pronunciation  given  in  an  entry. 
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Syllables 

Syllables  are  words  or  parts  of  words  which  contain  one  vowel 
sound.  A dictionary  entry  will  show  you  how  the  word  looks  in 
syllables.  Knowing  how  syllables  work  can  help  you  read  and 
spell  because  you  can  break  words  into  parts  that  you  can 
remember  more  easily.  Here  are  some  examples: 

be*gin 

mu*sic 

dem*on*strate 


Accent  Marks 

An  accent  mark  is  used  to  show  how  strongly  you  say  different 
syllables  in  a word.  You  do  not  say  all  syllables  with  equal 
strength.  A dictionary  will  show  you  which  syllable  is  stressed  by 
placing  an  accent  mark  after  it. 

In  begin  ( be  gin')  the  accent  mark  shows  that  the  second  syllable 
is  stressed. 

In  music  (my ob'  zik)  the  accent  mark  shows  that  the  first  syllable 
is  stressed. 

In  demonstrate  (dem'on  strat')  there  are  two  accent  marks.  The 
third  syllable  is  strong,  but  not  as  strong  as  the  first  syllable. 

Words  with  one  syllable  do  not  need  accent  marks. 
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6.  Find  each  of  the  following  words  in  your  dictionary.  Beside 
each  word  write  the  word  in  syllables.  Then  write  the  word 
with  accent  marks  to  show  how  it  is  pronounced.  Here  is  an 
example  for  the  word  gorilla:  go*ril*la  (go  riFo). 

a.  gazelle 

b.  inherit 

c.  spectacular 

d.  ceremony  

e.  auditorium  


7.  Use  the  pronunciation  key  in  your  handbook  to  help  you  read 
the  following  pronunciation  symbols.  Then  write  the  words. 

a.  di  vid ' 

b.  fel  

c.  in  shoor'  ons  

d.  trezh'  or  

e.  with  dra'  
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Spelling 

Sometimes  you  will  want  to  check  the  spelling  of  a word  in  a 
dictionary. 


Most  dictionaries  have  a Table  of  English  Spellings.  This  table  lists 
sounds  and  their  possible  spellings.  This  information  is  useful 
when  you  want  to  look  up  a word  in  the  dictionary  to  check  its 
spelling. 

Turn  to  the  Table  of  English  Spellings  in  your  dictionary  or  in  the 
Elementary  Language  Learning  Handbook . 

8.  What  spellings  make  an/ sound?  Give  examples. 


9.  Listen  to  your  companion  audiocassette  and  write  the  dictated 
words.  Use  a dictionary  to  check  your  spellings. 


a. 


b. 


c. 
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d. 


e. 


Talk  about  your  answers  for  Activity  2 with  your  learning 
facilitator. 


Activity  3:  Using  a Thesaurus 

A thesaurus  is  a book  that  will  help  you  add  words  to  your 
vocabulary  and  help  to  make  your  writing  more  interesting.  One 
of  the  challenges  of  writing  is  to  use  a variety  of  words  so  that  you 
do  not  repeat  the  same  words  over  and  over.  Think  how  many 
times  you  write  words  like  good,  nice,  big,  small,  fast,  slow,  happy, 
or  sad  when  you  could  use  more  interesting  words  that  have 
similar  meanings.  But  you  may  not  always  be  able  to  think  of 
other  words  quickly.  This  is  when  a thesaurus  is  handy. 
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Look  through  the  pages  of  your  thesaurus  to  see  how  this  reference 
book  is  organized. 


The  thesaurus  recommended  for  use  with  the  Language  Learning 
Level  5 course  is  the  Young  Canada  Thesaurus. 

The  Young  Canada  Thesaurus  has  three  main  sections  - the  word 
groups,  the  appendixes,  and  the  index. 


The  first  section  contains  the  word 
groups.  There  are  over  940  word 


groups  in  this  thesaurus.  Each  word 
group  begins  with  a key  word  in  bold 


type.  Each  word  group  also  has  related  words, 
similar  words,  and  contrasting  words. 


The  second  section  contains  the  appendixes.  The  appendixes 
include  useful  lists  of  words  such  as  computer  terms. 

The  last  section  is  the  index.  This  is  an  alphabetical  list  of  all  the 
key  words  and  related  words  in  the  thesaurus.  The  key  words  are 
in  bold  type.  The  related  words  are  in  regular  type. 

So  what  do  you  do  when  you  want  to  find  a more  interesting  word? 


junior 
‘ Thesaurus 
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To  find  a synonym  in  the  Young  Canada  Thesaurus , follow  these 

steps: 

Step  1:  Start  at  the  index.  Find  the  word  you  want  to  replace  and 
read  the  page  number  next  to  it. 

Step  2:  Turn  to  the  page  given  and  find  the  word  group  that 

contains  your  word.  Read  the  words  in  that  group,  their 
meanings,  and  the  examples  of  how  they  may  be  used  in 
sentences. 

Step  3:  Choose  the  word  that  you  want  to  use  to  replace  your  first 
word.  Be  sure  their  meanings  are  close. 

Practise  using  your  thesaurus  by  completing  the  following 

questions. 

1.  Use  your  thesaurus  to  find  a synonym  for  each  of  the  following 

words. 

a.  ask  

b.  friend  

c.  soft  


2.  Using  the  new  words  you  found,  rewrite  each  of  the  following 
sentences.  You  may  need  to  change  the  sentence  to  make  the 
new  word  fit. 

a.  I will  ask  my  mother  for  my  allowance. 
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b.  Petri  and  his  friend  went  to  the  circus. 


c.  My  grandmother  has  a soft  quilt  on  her  bed. 


Check  your  answers  and  discuss  the  purposes  and  use  of  a 
thesaurus  with  your  learning  facilitator. 


Activity  4:  Using  the  Elementary  Language 
Learning  Handbook 

The  Elementary  Language  Learning  Handbook  has  a table  of 
contents  in  the  front  and  an  index  at  the  back. 

Look  at  the  table  of  contents  of  your  Elementary  Language 
Learning  Handbook  to  discover  how  the  handbook  is  organized. 
Note  that  the  handbook  is  divided  into  seven  parts.  Each  part  is 
divided  into  sections. 

1.  What  are  the  titles  of  the  parts? 
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2.  Find  the  section  titled  “Punctuation”  in  Part  2.  Which  of  the 
kinds  of  punctuation  listed  do  you  already  know  something 
about? 


As  you  have  discovered,  the  Elementary  Language  Learning 
Handbook  has  information  on  many  different  topics.  When  you 
want  information  about  a certain  topic,  you  can  quickly  find  the 
topic  in  the  index  at  the  back  of  the  handbook.  You  will  find  the 
information  you  want  on  the  pages  listed  after  the  topic. 


On  what  pages  in  the  Elementary  Language  Learning  Handbook 
would  you  find  information  on  the  following  topics? 

3.  a.  alphabetical  order  

b.  pronunciation  

c.  simile  

d.  haiku  


e.  interviews 

f.  cartoons  _ 


4ni 


With  your  learning  facilitator  check  your  answers  and  discuss 
using  the  Elementary  Language  Learning  Handbook. 
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Assignment  2 

Now  you  can  show  what  you  know  about  using  reference  books  by 
doing  Assignment  2. 

ASSIGNMENT  ■■■-- ■-  ^ 

Turn  to  your  Assignment  Booklet  and  do 
Assignment  2:  The  Reference  Books. 

- ■ 
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WESTFILE  INC. 


To  play  a sport  or  do  a job  well  you  need  to  learn  and  practise 
many  skills. 

There  are  skills  in  language  learning,  too.  The  skills  of  reading 
and  writing,  listening  and  speaking,  and  viewing  and  representing 
are  used  in  the  communication  process. 
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There  are  six  ways  in  which  people  communicate.  The  six  ways 
can  be  grouped  as  three  pairs  of  skills:  reading  and  writing, 
listening  and  speaking,  viewing  and  representing.  When  you  read, 
listen,  or  view,  you  take  in  information.  When  you  write,  speak, 
or  represent,  you  give  out  information. 


The  Communication  Factory 
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Activity  1:  Reading 

You  will  be  doing  many  kinds  of  reading  in  this  course.  In  your 
textbooks  you  will  be  reading  stories,  poems,  cartoons,  reports, 
plays,  biographies,  and  other  kinds  of  selections.  At  times  you  will 
read  silently  and  at  other  times  aloud.  You  will  also  be  encouraged 
to  read  newspapers,  magazines,  and  books  on  your  own. 


With  your  learning  facilitator  and  others  talk  about  the  following 
questions. 

What  kinds  of  reading  have  you  done?  Think  about  the 
reading  you  have  done  recently  - not  just  books  of  stories,  but 
any  kind  of  reading  such  as  newspapers,  phone  books,  and 
menus. 

Why  did  you  read  each  item?  For  example,  you  might  have 
read  a letter  to  find  out  what  relatives  were  doing. 

What  kinds  of  reading  would  you  like  to  do  during  this 
course? 

Do  you  read  everything  in  the  same  way? 
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When  you  want  to  call  someone, 
you  may  need  to  find  the 
telephone  number.  You  read  a 
telephone  book  in  a different 
way  than  you  read  a story. 

When  you  read  a story,  you 
probably  read  more  slowly 


and  take  time  to  think 
about  the  story.  When 
you  read  a telephone 
book,  you  look 
quickly  for  one  name. 


When  you  read  a 
book  to  study,  you 
probably  read  in 
still  another  way. 
You  may  survey 
the  headings  to 
get  a general 
impression.  Then 
you  may  read  a 
little  and  ask 
yourself  questions 
about  the  material. 


40 


Language  Learning  Level  5 


Module  1 - Section  3 


Exploring  Language  Learning 


Activity  2:  Writing 

) Just  as  there  are  different  purposes  for  reading,  there  are  different 
J purposes  for  writing.  What  are  some  of  your  purposes  for  writing? 
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Talk  about  your  purposes  for  writing  with  your  learning  facilitator. 
Try  to  add  other  purposes  to  your  list.  Talk  about  the  writing  you 
have  done  recently.  Put  a check  mark  (/)  beside  the  writing 
formats  you  have  used. 


r 


Q 


Writing  Formats  I Have  Used 


□ 


advertisement 

□ 

newspaper  report 

autobiography 

□ 

outline 

biography 

□ 

pamphlet 

book  report 

□ 

play 

brochure 

□ 

poem 

directions 

□ 

recipe 

instructions 

□ 

report 

jokes 

□ 

request 

journal 

□ 

script 

letter 

□ 

slogan 

list 

□ 

song 

menu 

□ 

story 

message 

□ 

telegram 

Tell  your  learning  facilitator  about  other  writing  formats  you  may 
have  used  that  are  not  included  on  the  list. 


What  other  writing  formats  would  you  like  to  try? 
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Activity  3:  Listening  and  Speaking 

| ) Listening  and  speaking  are  probably  the  language  skills  that  you 

J use  most. 


With  your  learning  facilitator  and  others  talk  about  questions  like 
these: 

What  are  some  of  the  situations  in  which  you  listen  and 
speak? 


What  are  your  reasons  for  listening  or  speaking  in  these 
situations? 


How  does  your  listening  or  speaking  change  to  suit  the 
situation? 

What  can  you  do  to  become  a better  listener  or  speaker? 
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Activity  4:  Viewing  and  Representing 


When  you  view  something,  you  look 
at  or  examine  it  with  a good  deal  of 
attention.  Here  are  some  examples 
of  what  people  view: 


drawings,  paintings 
photographs 
models,  sculptures 
cartoons 

posters,  advertisements 
maps,  charts 

dance,  creative  movement 
mime 

puppet  plays 
films,  TV 


When  you  use  these  forms 
to  share  your  own  ideas, 
you  are  representing. 


Viewing  and  representing  are  mainly  visual.  But  they  may  use 
some  of  the  other  language  skills,  too.  For  example,  you  read  the 
words  in  cartoons  and  you  listen  to  the  voices  in  puppet  plays. 


You  can  use  viewing  and  representing  for  many  reasons  including 


giving  and  receiving  information 

persuasion 

entertainment 


Talk  with  your  learning  facilitator  about  some  of  the  ways  you 
would  like  to  try  sharing  your  ideas  while  doing  this  course. 
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Assignment  3 

Now  you  can  use  your  reading  skills  to  do  Assignment  3. 


Assignment 

Booklet 

ASSIGNMENT 

Turn  to  your  Assignment  Booklet  and  do 
Assignment  3:  The  Reading  Skills. 

— ^ 

1 

4 
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What  is  happening  in  this  illustration?  How  do  you  go  about 
creating  drawings,  stories,  plays,  and  so  on  to  share  your  ideas? 

In  this  section  you  will  discover  that  artists  and  writers  go  through 
several  stages  to  share  their  ideas.  You  will  learn  how  to  use  this 
communication  process. 
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Activity  1 : The  Communication  Process 

You  may  share  your  ideas  with  others  through  writing,  speaking,  or 
representing.  Communicating  your  ideas  is  not  always  easy. 
Usually,  you  must  go  through  a number  of  stages  to  complete  a 
project. 

To  learn  about  the  communication  process  do  either  Part  A or 
Part  B. 


Part  A 


Watch  WRITER'S  REALM:  Put  It  in  Writing. 

When  you  have  viewed  the  program,  answer  the  following 
questions. 


1.  The  piece  of  pottery  was  made  in  five  stages.  What  are  these 
stages? 


2.  How  is  writing  a story  like  making  a piece  of  pottery? 
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3.  What  are  the  five  stages  of  the  writing  process? 


Part  B 

You  have  probably  done  lots  of  artwork  in  your  life.  Think  about 
what  you  did  to  create  a finished  piece  of  art  that  you  were  willing 
to  share  with  others. 

First,  you  needed  an  idea.  You  may  have  chosen  an  idea  from 
something  you  saw. 


You  may  have  chosen  an  idea  from  something  you  read. 
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You  may  have  chosen  an  idea  from  something  you  talked  about 
with  others. 


I'd  like  to  have 
stars  in  my  bedroom. 


Let's  make 
a mobile. 


After  you  chose  an  idea  for  your  artwork,  you  began  to  put  the  idea 
into  some  kind  of  shape  or  form.  Possibly  it  was  a drawing, 
painting,  cartoon,  or  sculpture.  You  probably  did  a lot  of 
experimenting  at  this  stage  and  thought  mainly  about  the  overall 
effect  of  the  work  rather  than  the  small  details  which  had  to  be 
worked  out. 

Perhaps  you  showed  your  artwork  to  others  and  asked  for  their 
opinions  and  suggestions.  As  a result  you  may  have  made  changes 
in  your  design,  or  perhaps  you  even  started  over.  In  either  case, 
you  continued  to  work  on  the  details  and  make  changes  until  you 
were  satisfied  with  your  final  product. 
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Your  finished  piece  of  art  was  now  ready  to  be  shared  with  others. 
You  may  have  celebrated  by  showing  it  to  your  friends  and  family, 
or  by  putting  it  on  display  somewhere.  At  this  time  you  probably 
felt  very  proud  of  your  accomplishment. 


You  have  just  examined  the  process  of  making  art.  A process  is 
something  that  takes  place  in  stages.  Writing  is  an  art  form. 
Writing  is  also  a process  that  goes  through  stages. 

The  stages  of  writing  take  time.  First,  you  need  to  choose  a topic, 
gather  ideas  about  the  topic,  and  think  about  how  to  put  the  ideas 
into  words.  You  need  to  consider  and  make  decisions  about  your 
purpose,  your  audience,  and  your  format.  All  this  is  done  at  the 
prewriting  stage  of  the  writing  process. 

Then  comes  the  writing  stage  in  which  you  produce  the  first  copy 
or  draft  of  your  piece  of  writing.  Your  writing  might  be  a bit  rough 
as  you  are  concentrating  on  getting  your  ideas  down  quickly  at  this 
stage. 

When  you  decide  on  the  changes  you  want  to  make  to  your  first 
draft,  you  enter  the  editing  and  revising  stage.  You  may  want  to 
edit  on  your  own  or  share  your  first  draft  with  others  and  ask  for 
their  opinions.  With  the  help  of  their  suggestions,  you  may  add 
parts,  take  away  parts,  or  change  the  order  of  ideas.  You  may  edit 
and  revise  several  times  in  this  way,  and  produce  several  drafts 
before  you  are  happy  with  your  piece  of  writing. 
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Finally,  you  are  ready  to  polish  your  story  into  its  final  form.  This 
is  the  proofreading  stage  - the  stage  when  you  make  sure  that 
your  sentences  and  paragraphs  are  as  good  as  they  can  be.  You  do 
not  want  your  reader  to  be  confused  by  spelling,  grammar,  or 
punctuation  errors. 

A well-done  piece  of  writing  is  something  you  will  be  proud  to 
share  in  the  celebrating  or  publishing  stage.  You  can  read  it  to 
someone,  give  it  to  someone  to  read,  put  it  on  display,  or  record  or 
perform  it. 

Answer  the  following  questions  about  writing. 

4.  How  is  the  writing  process  like  the  process  of  making  other 
kinds  of  art? 


5.  What  are  the  five  stages  of  the  writing  process? 


*ni 


Talk  about  your  answers  for  Part  A or  Part  B with  your  learning 
facilitator.  You  may  also  want  to  read  more  about  the  Writing 
Process  in  your  Elementary  Language  Learning  Handbook. 
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D Activity  2:  RAFTS 

During  this  course,  you  will  often  use  the  communication  process 
to  share  your  ideas  through  writing,  speaking,  and  representing. 

As  you  go  through  the  learning  plan  - getting  ready,  exploring, 
taking  off,  extra  help,  and  enrichment  - you  will  be  given  specific 
directions  for  projects. 

In  most  assignment  booklets  you  will  be  asked  to  include  one  of 
these  projects  to  share  with  your  teacher. 

You  will  also  be  asked  to  include  a project  for  which  you  choose 
your  role,  topic,  audience,  and  format.  This  will  be  called  a self- 
selected  activity. 

Many  students  enjoy  the  freedom  to  do  self-selected  activities. 
They  have  lots  of  ideas  to  share.  But  maybe  you  find  it  difficult  to 
get  ideas.  RAFTS  is  a strategy  that  will  help  you.  RAFTS1  stands 
for  role,  audience,  format,  topic,  and  strong  action  words. 


1 RAFTS  was  developed  by  the  Calgary  Public  School  Board. 
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Role  refers  to  your  point  of  view. 

When  you  were  younger,  you 
probably  dressed  up  and  pretended 
to  be  a mother,  a father,  a 
pirate,  or  some  other 
character.  You  were  playing  a 
role. 

When  you  write  a true  story, 
you  can  tell  it  from  your  own 
point  of  view  or  from  the 
point  of  view  of  another 
witness. 

When  you  write  an  imaginary 
story,  you  can  pretend  to  be  one 
of  the  characters  in  the  story,  or 
you  can  simply  act  as  the  narrator. 

Audience  refers  to  the  people  who  will  read  your  story,  listen  to 
your  poem,  or  watch  you  play.  When  you  write  in  your  private 
diary,  your  audience  is  yourself.  When  you  write  a letter  to  a 
friend,  your  friend  is  your  audience.  When  you  draw  a picture  and 
display  it  on  your  fridge,  your  family  and  friends  are  your 
audience. 

Format  refers  to  the  form  you  choose  to  express  your  ideas.  You 
can  use  many  different  formats.  Some  written  formats  are 
postcards,  letters,  poems,  stories,  and  diary  entries.  Some  spoken 
formats  are  jokes,  speeches,  radio  plays,  and  stage  plays.  Some 
representing  formats  are  puppets,  collages,  drawings,  and  drama. 

Topic  refers  to  the  subject  or  idea  about  which  you  are  writing, 
speaking,  or  representing. 
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Strong  action  word  relates  the  role  and  audience.  It  helps  set  the 
tone  for  the  activity.  In  other  words,  it  shows  how  the  topic  will  be 
treated.  For  instance,  you  may  be  serious  or  humorous, 
complaining  or  cheerful. 

Consider  each  of  the  following  examples  of  RAFTS  sentences. 

As  a friend  (role),  make  a card  (format)  for  Joshua  (audience) 
cheering  him  and  encouraging  him  (strong  action  words)  to 
get  well  (topic). 

As  the  captain  of  your  team  (role),  give  a speech  (format)  to 
the  other  players  (audience)  emphasizing  (strong  action 
words)  the  importance  of  sportsmanship  (topic). 

As  a tourist  (role),  send  a postcard  (format)  to  your  friend 
back  home  (audience)  bragging  (strong  action  words)  about 
your  holiday  (topic). 

As  a ghost  (role),  write  an  advertisement  (format)  to  home 
buyers  (audience)  describing  (strong  action  words)  the 
features  of  the  house  you  haunt  (topic). 

These  RAFTS  sentences  are  summarized  in  the  following  chart. 


Role 

Audience 

Format 

Topic 

Strong  Action 
Words 

friend 

Joshua 

card 

get  well 

cheering  and 
encouraging 

captain 

players 

speech 

importance  of 
sportsmanship 

emphasizing 

tourist 

your  friend 

postcard 

holiday 

bragging 

ghost 

home  buyers 

advertisement 

the  features  of 
the  haunted 
house 

describing 
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Using  the  examples  as  a guide,  write  your  own  RAFTS  sentences. 
You  may  use  the  chart  or  sentence  form. 


Share  your  RAFTS  sentences  with  your  learning  facilitator. 
Perhaps  you  would  like  to  use  one  of  your  RAFTS  sentences  for  a 
self-selected  activity. 


Activity  3:  Getting  More  Ideas 

There  are  many  other  ways  to  get  ideas  for  your  self-selected 
activities. 


Do  either  Part  A or  Part  B to  leam  some  other  strategies. 

Part  A 

Watch  the  video  WRITER’S  REALM : What’s  the  Idea? 


Talk  about  the  ways  to  get  ideas  that  were  presented  in  the  video. 
Try  to  think  of  additional  ways. 
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Make  a list  of  ways  to  get  ideas  and  store  the  list  in  your  binder. 
You  will  find  it  helpful  to  review  this  list  occasionally. 


You  should  also  keep  adding  to  this  list  throughout  the  year.  Many 
suggestions  will  be  given  in  the  module  booklets. 


Part  B 


Discuss  ways  to  get  ideas  with  your  learning  facilitator  and  others. 


Hey,  that's 

a good  idea! 

\ / 
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Maybe  I could 
write  a story 
about  this! 


Make  a list  of  ways  to  get  ideas  and  store  the  list  in  your  binder. 
You  will  find  it  helpful  to  review  this  list  occasionally. 


You  should  also  keep  adding  to  this  list  throughout  the  year.  Many 
suggestions  will  be  given  in  the  module  booklets. 
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Activity  4:  Beginning  a Self-Selected  Activity 


Now  that  you  have  learned  about  RAFTS 
sentences  and  discovered  other  ways  to  get 
ideas,  work  on  the  first  stage  of  your  project. 
Choose  your  role,  audience,  format,  and  topic 
for  a self-selected  activity. 


Then  move  to  the  second  stage  in  which 
you  actually  begin  your  project.  If  you 
are  doing  a written  project,  it  is  a good 
idea  to  double  space  your  work  so 
you  can  make  changes  later. 


You  will  work  on  the  next 
stages  in  activities  5 and  6. 


Activity  5:  Revising  and  Editing 

When  you  have  gone  through  the  first  and  second  stages  of  your 
self-selected  activity,  you  are  ready  to  revise  and  edit  it.  This 
means  you  work  on  your  project  and  make  changes  until  it  is  just 
the  way  you  want  it. 


To  leam  more  about  the  editing  and  revising  stage  of  the 
communication  process  do  either  Part  A or  Part  B. 
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Part  A 


View  the  video  WRITER'S  REALM:  A Little  Help  from  Your 
Friends. 


The  video  showed  children  discussing  their  spaceship  projects.  It 
also  showed  writers  discussing  their  written  work.  How  did  the 
friends  help  these  people  improve  their  work?  Discuss  rules  that 
friends  should  follow  when  they  help  each  other. 


1.  Write  a list  of  these  rules. 


Now  discuss  questions  you  can  ask  yourself  to  help  edit  your  own 
written  work. 

2.  Write  a list  of  the  questions.  Put  the  list  in  your  folder  or  binder 
so  that  you  can  refer  to  it  whenever  you  are  editing  and 
revising. 

Now  discuss  your  self-selected  activity  with  others.  Use  what  you 
have  learned  to  revise  and  edit  it. 
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Part  B 

Your  family  and  friends  can  help  you  with 
the  revising  and  editing  stage.  They 
can  tell  you  what  they  like  about 
your  project  and  they  can  ask  you 
questions  about  what  they  do  not 
understand.  Talking  with 
others  will  help  give  you 
ideas  for  changes. 


You  can  also  help  others 
with  their  projects.  Listen, 
read,  or  view  another 
person’s  project  carefully. 
Be  sure  to  always  begin  by 
saying  what  you  like  about 
the  project.  Then  ask 
questions  about  any  part 
you  do  not  understand.  You 
may  also  want  to  give 
helpful  suggestions  about 
details  that  could  be  added 
or  changed. 
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With  your  learning  facilitator  and  others  discuss  questions  you  can 
ask  yourself  to  help  edit  your  own  written  work. 

3.  Write  a list  of  the  questions.  Put  the  list  in  your  folder  or  binder 
so  that  you  can  refer  to  it  whenever  you  are  editing  and 
revising. 


Then  discuss  your  self-selected  activity  with  others.  Use  some  of 
their  suggestions  to  edit  and  revise  your  project. 


D Activity  6:  Checking  It  Out 

You  are  now  ready  for  the  proofreading  stage.  Do  either  Part  A or 
Part  B. 

Part  A 

View  the  video  WRITER'S  REALM:  Checking  It  Out  to  discover 
how  writer’s  proofread  their  written  work. 


frit 


With  your  learning  facilitator  and  others  discuss  what  should  be 
done  at  the  proofreading  stage. 


Make  a list  of  questions  you  should  ask  yourself  when  you 
proofread.  Store  the  list  in  your  folder  or  binder  so  that  you  can 
refer  to  it  whenever  you  are  proofreading. 

If  your  self-selected  activity  is  a written  project,  proofread,  correct 
any  errors,  and  make  a final  copy.  If  your  self-selected  activity  is 
not  written,  check  it  for  flaws,  and  make  any  necessary  corrections 
to  complete  your  project. 
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Part  B 

Writers  proofread  their  final  drafts. 


With  your  learning  facilitator  and  others  talk  about  what  should  be 
done  at  the  proofreading  stage. 


Make  a list  of  questions  that  you  can  ask  yourself  when  you  are 
proofreading.  Store  the  list  in  your  folder  or  binder  so  that  you  can 
refer  to  it  whenever  you  are  proofreading. 

If  your  self-selected  activity  is  a written  project,  proofread  it, 
correct  any  errors,  and  make  a final  copy.  If  your  self-selected 
activity  is  not  written,  check  it  for  flaws,  and  make  any  necessary 
corrections  to  complete  your  project. 
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Activity  7:  Celebrating 

Now  that  you  have  completed  your 
project,  it  is  time  to  celebrate. 

How  can  you  share  your  project? 


You  can  display  it  on  a bulletin 
board,  in  a mall,  grocery  store, 
public  library,  at  home, ... 


You  can  perform  it  by  reading  it 
with  sound  effects  and  by  recording 
the  performance. 


With  your  learning  facilitator  and  others  talk  about  other  ways  of 
celebrating  your  project.  Make  a list  of  the  ways.  Put  the  list  in 
your  binder  so  that  you  can  refer  to  it  later. 
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Assignment  4 

You  may  share  your  project  with  many  people  such  as  your 
learning  facilitator,  friends,  and  family  members. 

You  will  also  share  your  project  with  your  teacher  by  including  it 
in  your  assignment  booklet. 

ASSIGNMENT ■ ■■ 

Turn  to  your  Assignment  Booklet  and  do 
Assignment  4:  The  Self-Selected  Activity. 

— ^ 
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This  module  introduced  you  to  Language  Learning  Level  5.  You 
explored  the  materials,  skills,  and  communication  process  that  you 
will  use  in  this  course.  You  also  used  the  communication  process 
to  complete  your  first  self-selected  activity. 


Assignment  5 

To  help  you  think  about  what  you  have  learned  and  how  you  are 
progressing  you  will  now  begin  a learning  log.  Putting  down  your 
thoughts  on  paper  will  help  you  understand  what  you  know,  what 
you  do  not  know,  and  what  you  want  to  know. 


Assignment 

Booklet 


ASSIGNMENT 

Turn  to  your  Assignment  Booklet  and  do 
Assignment  5:  The  Learning  Log. 
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